
Pome Fruit

EU Certification

The Netherlands has a longstanding tradition in producing  planting 

material for fruit crops. Growers place great value not only on 

healthy plants, but also on varietal trueness, varietal purity, and 

the general quality of plants. Naktuinbouw (Netherlands Inspection 

Service for Horticulture) provides a  Pome Fruit certificate that 

makes it easy for growers to identify the best planting material. 

To meet the criteria for this certificate fruit plants must undergo 

rigorous tests and inspections. Certified fruit plants have been 

grown in healthy soil and are free of pests en diseases. Planting 

material with the Naktuinbouw certificate ensures a good start 

to cultivation for producers in the Netherlands and abroad.

Certification of Planting Material
Registered material that meets all test and inspection criteria is 

awarded the Naktuinbouw-certificate. The planting material is 

certified per category (pre-basic, basic, certified). The official 

Naktuinbouw-certificate and the Naktuinbouw-logo indicate the 

category concerned. The certified fruit trees and rootstocks have 

a blue certification label. 

Figure: Example of a blue certification label

Certainty
Pome Fruit with the Naktuinbouw-certificate offer the grower 

more peace of mind. The material has been certified free of all 

relevant pathogens and diseases. Additionally, the certificate is 

a further guarantee regarding the varietal trueness and varietal 

purity. In short: the plant is a better guarantee for a good start!

Naktuinbouw provides Pome Fruit certification that 
makes it easy for growers to identify the best planting 
material. Planting material with this certificate ensures 
a good start to cultivation for producers in the 
Netherlands and abroad.
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Multiplication System
The multiplication system used in the Netherlands normally starts with new varieties 

from breeders or growers. Naktuinbouw’s Test Center Horst tests this candidate 

plant for all relevant pathogens and diseases. If the candidate plant is found to 

be entirely free of diseases by the end of this testing program, it will qualify as 

prebasic material and will be used for preservation and further multiplication.

Figure: Different propagation steps

Inspection During cultivation
Naktuinbouw inspectors perform tests and inspections during the entire multiplication 

cycle of the planting material. They monitor the multiplication cycle based on the 

Naktuinbouw certification regulations based on EU directive 2008/90, national law 

and Naktuinbouw regulations, which also satisfy the highest international plant 

health requirements (EC, EPPO). If the planting material satisfies those criteria, the 

plants may be traded under the name of EU Certified Material. If they fail to meet 

the specified criteria, they may still meet the minimum requirements: CAC material. 

All European standards for both Certified Material and CAC have been laid down in 

EU Directives and in the Naktuinbouw regulations. 

Besides CAC Material and EU Certified Material we have in the Netherlands an 

extra class of certification called Elite Grootfruit (Pome fruit). This is based on EU 

Certification but with higher standards.
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